The organization of a student council in the elementary school by Grant, Marguerite F.
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1962
The organization of a student




School of Education 
Thesis 
The Organization of a Student Council 
in the Elementary School 
Submitted by 
Marguerite F. Grant 
B.A. Degree U.N.H. 1933 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
for the Degree of Master of Education 
First Reader: Dr. W. Linwood Chase 
Professor of Education 
Second Reader: Dr. Gilbert M. Wilson 
Associate Professor of 
Education 
ii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 
I Statement of the Problem •••••••• 
The Problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Importance of the Study •••••••••• 
II Review of the Literature ••••••••• 

















STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
THE PROBLEM 
The purpose of this study is to gather information 
relating to the organization of an elementary student council, 
to organize such a council, and to write a guide which might 
help others who wish to establish such an organization. 
ll. IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 
All the articles written on student councils tend to 
limit the organization to the junior high school or the high 
school. In addition to this limitation the articles are for the 
most part theory and not actual case histories. It seemed 
there might be merit in an article that listed not only 
theoretical purposes and ideas but also first hand experiences 
including both successes and pitfalls. 
It is hoped that some sort of evaluation can be made at 
the end of a few months that would help the interested admini-
strator decide whether the undertaking is of great or little 
value to the school or to the student. 
In this thesis the writer plans to take the reader with 
him from the minute the idea of the organization was born, 
through all the steps that led up to the forming of the consti-
tution and subsequently to the actual organization itself. 
With a set of actual instructions to follow based on an 
actual case history, the administrator or principal who may 
wish to try this experiment in his own school will find him-
self in a much more secure position than he would with only 
theory to guide him. 
It is hoped that the next organizer of a similar student 
organization will benefit by the mistakes of the writer and be 
completely successful. 
':: 2 • 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Although we use the comparatively new title, "Student 
Council", to describe many and sundry school organizations, 
the basic idea is far from new. In Plato's Academy, in Aris-
totle 1 s Lyceum, in Vittorio Da Feltrats Pleasant House, and 
in the Monotorial and Jesuit schools, this idea was incorpo-
rated in some cases for economy because of extremely large 
classes, and in other cases as a part of a training program in 
citizenship. It has been endorsed by such great early 
educators as Pestalozzi, Froebel, and Rousseau, and has been 
practiced from kindergarten to university. 
In Europe there was a long period of time when any 
form of individualism was discouraged. However, in the 
latter part of the fourteenth century Lutheranism introduced 
the idea of education for citizenship believing that we learn 
b d . /1 y o1ng. --
In England in the early 1700's Thomas Hill organized 
a school in which the administration was partly handled by the 
students. Eton and Rugby had well established student 
organizations by the late 1700's. 
The Monotorial or Lancastr;tJ;an system began in 
England. In this system older pupils served as assistant 
teachers for reasons of economy because the classes were so 
large. In 1818 Lancaster brought this system to America 
1/ Committee Report on Student Government, University 
··Min n e sot a-;u n pli b lis he d ;1944--;-p:-~-----·----
where it spread rapidly and set the stage for pupil partici-
pation. 
Student Councils seem to be well established in many 
high schools and junior high schools throughout the country. 
This study will deal entirely with the organization of the 
Student Council in the elementary school. 
The elementary school has important responsibilit;les 
for developing the potentialities of its pupils so that 
" 
their lives may be increasingly full, satisfying, and 
2 
useful. The pupil council helps meet this responsibility.L-
The true purposes for the development of student par-
ticipation should grow out of problems that face the school as 
a whole that can best be solved by united action. Children 
must be made to recognize problems which involve the whole 
school and suggest ideas for improving the situation or 
solving the problem as a group. According to the Thirty-
second Yearbook of the American Association of School 
Administrators: L~ 
Education has always been expected to make a 
substantial contribution to good citizenship. The 
teaching profession has always sought by example as well 
as by precept to build an atmosphere conducive to the 
practice of good citizenship in all schools. 
'!:_L Stanley Jackson, "Guidance Through the Pupil Council~' 
Q~_!_d a~c ~-0_!_ To~~y~~-g_EJ:.ldren. Thirty -third Yearbook, 
National Elementary Principal's Bulletin of the Department of 
Elementary School Principals, Vol. XXIV, No. 1, September 
1954, p. 190. 
4. 
~L :g_~~£~£_i_E._g _ _! or _A !!!_e_E_!~~E_ C i !_~~~_!1 i p , Thirty - second 
Yearbook of the American Association of School Administratom, 
p. ll. 
The school is a place where a proper atmosphere can be 
established for children to think critically, use good 
judgment, and learn the value of socially acceptable behavior. 
A democratic organization of the individual school 
provides for teamwork. It accents the ttwe" and "our" 
of school problems and successes. It frees, encourages, 
and s h a r e s and d o e s n o t aut o c r a t i c a 11 y li m it o r c o n t r o 1 • jj 
Schools with organized classrooms appreciate the school pro-
gram more. If they have had a hand in making the rules and 
regulations they are likely to insist on strict observance of 
them. Boys and girls are more sensitive to the criticism of 
classmates than they are to that of teachers. Many student 
councils have been able to improve conduct in schools where 
other methods have failed. 
Good citizenship traits will not develop well in an 
autocratic environment run by the principal or in an oligarchy 
run by the faculty. Opportunities for actual practice in 
citizenship activities is one of the main reasons for the idea 
of student council. 
At this time it might be well to warn against confusing 
student council with student self-government. The student 
council as it would be set up in the elementary school would 
not be a disciplinary board to sit in judgment on its peers 
5. 
but rather representatives of a school working together to do 
better some things already being done, and to make the school 
a better place in which to live and work. 
H a r r y C • M c K own L_§_ s e t s up the following t we 1 v e 
principles underlying the organization of a student council: 
1. The school must feel a need for the council. No 
principal, faculty, or interested group can force a 
council upon a school. The consent of the governed is 
basic to any form of democratic living. 
2. Participation should be introduced gradually. 
The proper place for a beginning is in the home room. 
3. A study of objectives should precede any attempt 
at definite organization. Teachers and students should 
be guided to see some of its possible activities. 
4. The council should represent the school as a whole. 
5. The average student should feel that he is 
represented. 
6. Both student body and faculty should be fairly repre-
sented. Advisors should be elected by the faculty and 
should represent the faculty and not the principal. 
7. The council should not be too large. 
8. The council should have definite powers and duties. 
It must have certain authority delegated to it by the prin-
cipal through some form of properly adapted constitution. 
9. The council should not be considered a dumping 
ground. 
10. The head of the school should retain veto power. 
The principal is responsible for the school and should 
have final authority to pass in matters concerning it. The 
principal should allow the council to fail sometimes. If 
the principal now and again acted through the council it 
would lend dignity to the body. 
5/ Harry c. McKown, Extra-Curricular Activities, 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1937, pp. 89-94. 
6. 
11. The work of the council should be evaluated contin-
uously. 
12. In general, there should be no restrictions on 
council membership. 
M i ll e r , M o r g an , and Pat r i c k L~ r e c o m mend e d t h e tit 1 e 
"School Council" rather than ttStudent Council" because it 
suggests a broader approach and implies that the school is a 
community where all are working toward a common goal. 
They cite three reasons for school councils: 
I. A feeling of urgency to make democracy function 
as it should. 
2. A realization of the fact that intelligent partici-
pation in democratic action must be learned. 
3. Faith in the contributions that young people can 
make to democratic thought and action. 
They also offer the following objectives: 
1. To learn how to assume responsibility. 
2. To learn to be interested in and to develop 
desirable qualities of leadership. 
3. To learn how to share with others. 
4. To aid in developing better relationships within 
the school between students, faculty, administrators, 
and others. 
5. To improve the school community. 
6. To more closely integrate the school and the 
community. 
7. To encourage students to become better acquainted 
with adult patterns of living. 
6/ Franklin A. Miller, James H. Moyer, and Robert B. 
" 
Patrick, Planning Student Activities, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1956, 
pp. 219-221. 
7. 
With the stage set and the purposes clearly defined, 
t h e s t u de n t o r g ani z a t i o n w i 11 g i v e t h e p a r t i c ip ant s a f e e li n g 
of security and a willingness to express themselves and their 
ideas for the improvement of the school community. 
James S. Tippett[!.._ asserted that experiences in 
organized school activities do carry over into later life. He 
s t at e d , "D e m o c r a c y c an n e v e r b e e f f e c t i v e u n 1 e s s t h e a g en c i e s 
charged with advancing its cause themselves are examples 
f d " o emocracy. 
Pupils gain experience in democratic citizenship when 
they take part in a student council. All pupils should have a 
chance to be both leaders and followers. Faculty members 
learn about their pupils and become more efficient in the 
group process. 
The field of student self-government embodies a potent 
force for the achievement of functional citizenship. 
Many schools make it a vital experience in which pupils 
learn the ways and acquire the habits of democracy and 
representation, of leadership and fellowship, of 
cooperation and shared responsibility, of decision and 
problem-solving, thereby developing their abilities to 
a c t e f f e c t i v e 1 y a s c i t i z e n s • {§__ 
To train for worthy citizenship is one of the cardinal 
p r i n c i p 1 e s o f e d u c at i o n • E a r 1 e R u g g L2. f o u n d i n a s u r v e y m ad e 
7/ James S. Tippett, Schools for a Growing Democracy, 
Boston: Ginn and C om pan y, -l9-f6~-p:4:--------------------
~j ~~~~~~~~-i~~~~e~J~~E_g~~~~~~~J2, op.cit., p. 124. 
9/ Earle Rugg, Student Participation in School 
Gover-n-ment, Twenty -fifth Yearbook Part II, National Society 
for the study of-EctucatTo_ll,_R.evis e d:-1926:-
. 8. 
in 1925 that this principle ranks far ahead of all others. 
C a 1 vi n 0 • D a vi s L~ h a s s aid : 
If the intermediate school is to perform the 
socializing functions that it professes to be its main 
objectives, it must afford the pupil opportunity under 
wise and careful direction to practice democracy; to 
learn intelligent obedience to properly constituted 
authority; to discover and develop qualities of. leader-
ship; to respect the will of the majority and, in 
general, to practice the self-control that democracy 
is based on. 
Obviously experience in democracy is not a subject for 
higher education only. It can be made simple enough to be 
of great value to the elementary child in helping him gain 
t h e s pi r i t o f d e m o c r a c y • M o o r e L!._ 1 h a d t h i s t o s a y , nTh e 
place to train the adult citizen of tomorrow in his duties 
and responsibilities is in the school he or she is attending 
II 
today. 
10/ Calvin 0. Davis, Junior High School Education, 
w or 1 ctB o o k c om pan y , Y on k-e-rs--on--1fuctsoi1;-New-Yor:k-, -19 2 6 , 
p. 35 7 
_!.!._/ L e s li e W • M o o r e , " S t u d e n t C o u n c i 1 E 1 e c t i o n •; 
~~~~~!_~~t:J.~_!_ t i e32 September 19 4 7 , V o 1 u me X I X , N o • 1, p • 18 • 
". 9 ~ 
CHAPTER III 
THE FORMATION OF A STUDENT COUNCIL 
The idea for organizing an elementary school council 
c a m e a s a r e s u lt o f r e ad in g a m a g a z i n e a r t i c 1 e • L!.. T h e r e 
is not too much literature available on the council at this 
level. 
The school in which this elementary council was to be 
organized had a population of three hundred pupils ranging 
from Grade I to Grade VIII, thirteen classroom teachers, a 
supervisor of music, a supervisor of art, a remedial teacher 
and librarian, and a Principal. The school is housed in 
three buildings. Grades I through IV occupy eight rooms in 
a new building. Grade V is located in an old brick building 
which was one of the earliest one-room schools in the town. 
Grades VI through VIII are departmentalized in a four-room, 
two-story building which also includes the office of the 
Principal. This collection of buildings, teachers, and 
children constitutes the only school in this town of about 
fifteen hundred inhabitants. 
The Eighth Graders, which are the oldest school group 
in the town, go to the next town to a regional school of about 
seven hundred pupils for their high school education. 
---------------··· -·····--.-.----·< .... __, 
Jl J am e s W • S e 1 e e , " S tude n t C o u n c i 1 s Make 3e t t e r S c h o o 1 s ~ 
The Instructor, LXXI, (October, 1961), p. 16. 
For the most part the children in the elementary school 
come from families in which at least one parent, and many 
times both parents, are college graduates. The intelligence 
of the majority of the pupils is above average. When the 
idea of a student council started to grow into a reality it 
seemed wise to confine it, at least at first, to only Grades 
VI, VII, and VIII. This decision was based on the fact that 
the school was divided among three buildings. Grades VI 
through VIII, grouped in one building, seemed to be the 
logical unit to start the organization. Eventually lower 
grades will be included in the council as it gets under way 
and becomes a smooth working organization. 
Grade V will become a part of this organization before 
the spring elections. They will be asked to select two 
delegates to come to the meetings to report back to the rest 
of the fifth graders. In the spring elections they will have a 
part in choosing the president for the next year. 
A successful student organization must fill a definite 
need in the school system and the community. The fact that 
the school carried on many activities, such as keeping the 
playground clean, keeping rubbish picked up in the center of 
town, ushering at assemblies, etc., which were supervised 
by room teachers, supplied some justification for starting an 
organization to perform these duties more efficiently. 
The first step was to get the approval of the teachers 
in the system and an assurance of their cooperation. On 
October 16 the following mimeographed notice was sent to 
each teacher in the system: 
" 11. 
In the process of getting a Master's Degree a thesis 
involving experience and research must be submitted. 
Based on a classroom discussion in which I expressed 
an interest in the organization of a student council at 
the elementary level, not to sit in judgment on their 
peers, but rather to do better many things which are 
now being done and to assume new duties which are not 
being done,., I took on the job of planning and organizing 
just such a group. This task would be an impossibility 
without the aid and cooperation of the classroom teachers 
and other personnel. Please indicate below if you are 
willing to cooperate in this experiment and return the 
notice to me. Thank you. 
::-
The response was gratifying. The next move was to 
educate the children to the idea in hopes that most suggestions 
might come from them. However, by definite intent, no 
direct suggestion was going to be made about forming a student 
council. 
In order to get a wide range of ideas, tape recordings 
were made of class discussions at different grade levels on 
the subjects of citizenship, government, improvements that 
could be made to make school a better place to be, and other 
pertinent subjects. These topics ~ re chosen with the idea 
that they might inspire some class to suggest that a student 
organization would be a great asset to the school. 
On October 25, the first tape recording was made in a 
third grade classroom. This class was chosen because the 
teacher was experienced and confident. The children were a 
heterogeneous group with a wide range of abilities which would 
tend to give a great variety of ideas. It had been decided in 
advance that the teachers involved would use citizenship as a 
starting point. 
12. 
The teacher, who led the first discussion, had provided 
herself with an outline in order to keep the children on the 
subject. Previous to the taping session, the class had looked 
up the word citizen in the dictionary. This definition was the 
starting point for the discussion. The teacher asked the 
q u e s t i o n , n W h at i s a c it i z e n ? n L.~ 
The child volunteer replied, "A citizen is a member of 
a state or nation who has certain rights and privileges. n 
Other questions that followed were of this nature: 
1. What could a good citizen do to help this town? 
2. What could a good citizen do to help his school? 
3. How could you be a good citizen? 
Gradually the class grasped the idea and began to contribute 
ways and means in which they, as a class, could help make 
" school a better place to live. From the tape came the 
following suggestions from different individuals: 
One way we could be good citizens would be to keep the 
center of town clean. /3 
Perhaps other people in the school could do it, too. 
Perhaps we could have committees. 
How would these committees be chosen? asked the 
teacher •• 
We could take turns. 
The teacher could pick some from each classroom. 
You could vote for a person. 
We could pick a few from each room and each month pick 
new ones. 
We could have a club and the President could pick the 
committees. 
y From a taped recording. 
3/ From a taped recording. Unless otherwise indicated 
i n f 0 otn 0 t e s ' a ll q u 0 t e s a r e f r 0 m t h e c hi 1 d r en • 
13 • 
Possibly there were some irrelevant suggestions made 
at this level by children who had not understood the trend of 
the discussion. 
Don't fill up holes made by men. 
Donrt steal stuff. 
Don't steal pumpkins. 
Etc. 
The teacher either ignored these remarks or tactfully 
thanked them for their contribution and called on someone 
else. 
As the discussion progressed these third grade children 
suggested that everyone should help with the task, but that 
the older children in the upper grades should be in charge. 
The idea of organizing a club with officers from the upper 
grades and committees from the classrooms finally evolved 
from the discussion. 
During the week of November 1 through November 8 four 
tapes were made in Grades VI, VII A, VII B, and VIII. The 
teacher, in each case, prepared an outline on citizenship 
which she put on the board. She appointed a member of the 
class to lead the discussion. This member had not been 
previously told that he would be picked as the leader. 
Because of their greater maturity, the boys and girls 
in Grade VIII were soon referring to the proposed 
organization as a student council and were listing many duties 
that it could handle. Among the suggestions that were made 
by the older boys and girls, the following seemed to be 
mentioned most frequently: 
A school organization would improve activities. 
It could be a sort of student council. 
It would be nice to draw up a behavior code. 
We should have community projects as well as school 
Pl'Ojects. 
14. 
It would introduce the principles of good government. 
Things would run more smoothly and more things would 
get done. 
If the people in the town felt we had a smoothly run 
school, they would be proud of the school. 
A system of monitors should be established. 
All pupils who are willing should be allowed to be a 
part of the council. 
There should be two representatives from each class. 
Officers and representatives should be chosen for 
ability and not popularity. 
We could wtlte a constitution. 
Officers should be elected by secret ballot. 
We should have monitors on the stairs and on school 
buses to see that children are orderly. 
The council should let the teachers do the punishing 
and just do the reporting. 
We could make our school a place to be proud of. 
The full tape as made and recorded by Grade VIII ran 
as follows: 
Teacher: This is a discussion to decide how this school 
could be improved with the help of all the children and 
teachers. When we put our outline on the board someone 
suggested that many high schools had student government 
or student councils to work with the teachers in an effort 
to make the school a better place to live. Will someone 
make a statement either in agreement or disagreement 
with this idea? 
Pupil 1: The Student Council, in my opinion, is an 
elected student body that is established for the benefit 
of teachers, students, parents, and friends. 
Pupil 2: I think a Student Council would be a great 
improvement in the Carlisle Schools. The children in 
grades from Third Grade up could choose two repre.-
sentatives to meet at this council. 
Pupil 3: I would like to know if the children in the lower 
grades, I and II, should have representatives from their 
grades. 
15. 
Pupil 4: I dontt think that the very young children 
should be in the Student Council, but I think starting 
from the third grade we should have representatives, 
because I think that this council would help to make 
them more responsible so that when they get older 
they will be better individuals. 
Pupil 5: I would like to know the purpose of the Student 
Council. 
Pupil 6: Going back to Pupil 4Ts idea, I think that if 
we, the Eighth Graders, set up a Student Council that 
the younger grades as they got into the upper grades 
where we are now would have a better Student Council. 
Pupil 7: Pupil 5 asked what the purposes of the Student 
Council would be. I think that one of them would be to 
plan school activities, such as the Gym Exhibition, and 
the concerts and operettas that the music teacher puts 
on and also run different community projects which the 
Student Council would probably carry out. 
Pupil 3: I would also like to know how to elect the 
representatives from each grade, whether the teachers 
should do it or the pupils themselves. 
Pupil 1: I think that, at least in the older grades from 
fifth up, the children should elect their own repre-
sentatives. I do, however, think that maybe the teachers 
should have a hand in the election of the representatives 
from the third and fourth grades. 
Pupil 2: I think it would be nice to have a 
code so that the children would abide by it. 
probably be necessary to have a punishment 




Pupil 8: Getting back to Pupil 7rs idea, I think we 
should have something besides the idea of the Student 
Council. I think we also should have community projects 
and go into Carlisle's history and have essays and 
articles not only in local news but in other surrounding 
papers and information on some of the famous people. 
Pupil 3: I think we should have some children from 
each class go down and help clean up the center of town 
and go along some of the main roads. 
i: 16. 
Pupil 4: I think if the people in town thought the school 
was a very smoothly run system we would have more 
pride in our school and therefore not take it so much for 
granted. 
Pupil 9: I think if we did have a Student Council in our 
school it would get us better acquainted with our town 
and school's history and help the welfare of the school. 
I think the Student Council could elect different grades 
to go out on the playground and pick it up so it would 
look neat and fit. If we did have a Student Council it 
could elect monitors from different grades to stand on 
the stairways and direct the traffic during recess and 
when the bell rings to change classes. 
Pupil 5: I would like to know some of the specific 
duties of the Student Council. 
Pupil 1: Following up on the behavior code, I think a 
system of monitors should be established. 
PupillO: I also think a good idea for the Student Council 
would be to have a volunteer committee to stay after 
school especially at nopen Housen to help the teachers 
sort out papers, make folders, and help in many other 
ways. 
Pupilll: I'd like to know how long a member would 
stay in office in the Student Council. 
Pupil 3: I think that Pupil lO's question should be 
that two or three representatives from each grade should 
have between one and two months each time. 
Pupil 4: I think that all the pupils who are willing 
should be able to participate in this council. 
Pupil 2: A marshall would be an interesting thing to 
try. The marshall will make people stay to the right in 
the hall and on the stairs. It would be helpful if a 
marshall guided visitors around the classes. 
Pupil 1: I would like to know if we would elect officers 
in a Student Council. 
PupillO: On making the code of laws, I would like to 
know how they would be made up. Would the teachers 
have a hand in making them or would it just be the kids 
in the class? 
17. 
Pupil 5: I should think that the children would make up 
the laws and have the teachers have it written. 
Pupill2: Going back to Pupil 6 1 s question, I think we 
should have monitors in the halls because if somebody 
was running down the stairs they would get terribly 
injured and that would teach them to stop running down 
the stairs. 
Pupill3: I think that the marshalling plan would be a 
good idea, but there will also be some disadvantages to 
it. The marshalls, when they are showing people around 
the school, will miss valuable school time. They could 
also abuse the use of their powers. 
Pupil 8: I think that only the older grades should have 
the privileges of marshalls, not just to be mean or any-
thing, but for the pure fact that nobody will pay any 
attention to them unless they are in the older grades. 
0 the r w i s e nob o d y will pay any attention to, the m and t h e y 
won't be able to do what they're supposed to do. 
Pupill4: I think we should have marshalls in all the 
grades or from all the grades. 
Pupill5: I think that these marshalls should be impar-
tial and have no feeling for either side so they would be 
fair with all the students. 
Pupil 3: I think that in each building there should be 
a monitor from one or two of the grades but not all of 
them. 
Pupil 4: Going back to Pupil 13's suggestion I think 
that any marshall chosen would be responsible enough 
so he would not try to take advantage of his position. 
Pupil 1: I also agree with Pupil 13 and I think that not 
more than one or two children should be out of one at 
the same time and their periods of monitoring should be 
quite short. 
Pupilll: I think that we should also have monitors on 
the playground to make sure that the kids don't get out of 
hand or get out into the roads. 
Pupil 7: Well, Pupil 8 suggested that only the older 
people should be the monitors in the halls, but in the 
other building the only grades that probably will be in 
the Student Council are III and IV, and I think that they 
ought to, or rather that we shouldn't, go over to their 
building to monitor. They 'Should monitor their own 
building. 
Pupil 5: I agree with Pupil 7 that the highest grades 
in the other school be the monitors. 
Pupil 3: I think that we should raise funds to help buy 
new playground utilities, such as swings, and slides. 
Pupil 6: Furthering Pupil 3's idea I think that we could 
also help underprivileged children, such as through 
UNICEF and CARE. 
Pupill6: I think that a Student Council could be very 
valuable in many ways, but it can also have a lot of 
drawbacks such as, some of the kids could use the 
Student Council unfairly. 
Pupil 1: I think that we all agree that the Student 
Council would be a good organization to have in our school. 
It was interesting to note that in a class of twenty-six 
eighth graders sixteen participated to some extent in the 
discussion. 
The tape recording made by Grade VI was not as satis-
factory as those made in Grades VII and VIII. After studying 
the situation the only conclusion that could be made was that 
the size of the class, thirty-one members, was unwieldy 
particularly since the home room teacher who conducted the 
discussion was a beginning teacher. A sample of the ideas 
on the tapes are as follows: 
Pupil 1: What could you do to clean up the school? 
Pupil 2: If you saw somebody drop a piece of paper on 
the ground, you could go over and pick it up. 
Pupil 1: Pupil 3 has found a word in the dictionary. 
Would you like to tell the meaning? 
-·~~T= ">•~>-" .-~ ~-.~ • 
~---" . 
___,. ~o- -~- "''V , .. -. 
·---···· 
Pupil 3: Citizenship - The status of a citizen with its 
rights and duties. 
Pupil 1: Thank you. Now besides what Pupil 2 said 
what else could you do to clean the school up - outside 
of the grounds? 
Pupil 4: Well, you could put trash barrels around. 
Pupil 1: Where would you put them? 
Pupil 4: Next to the school. 
Pupil 1: Why wouldntt you put them on the playground? 
Teacher (after a long pause in the tape): Can anyone 
think of a reason? 
Pupil 4: They might get knocked over? 
Teacher: Where else could you put the barrels? 
Pupil 5: Up against the wall? 
Pupil 1: Why? 
Pupil 5: Because if someone sat down to eat something 
they usually sit by the stone wall. When they got through 
with it there's be a trash can next to it and they wouldn't 
have to throw it over the wall. 
Teacher: What more could we do to clean up the yard? 
Pupil 1, would you like to ask them how they would 
organize it? 
Pupil 1: Well, how would you organize the clean-up of 
the yard? 
Pupil 6: You could elect officers. 
Teacher: What would be the duties? 
Pupil 6: Well, we could have territories in the grounds 
and the officers could do a territory every week. 
Pupil 1: All right. Now, inside the school, what could 
you have to clean up the school inside? 
Pupil 6: Whenever we have Art we could have a clean-up 
committee and certain people could pick up scraps of 
paper. 
All of the Sixth Grade tape seemed to be only on the 
subject of clean-up. Perhaps in addition to the size of the 
group and the inexperience of the teacher, the immaturity 
of the children was a contributing factor. 
The following tape w..as made by the upper group of the 
Seventh Grade. These children are, on the whole, very 
bright and alert. They represent the top students in Grade 
VII. 
Pupil 1: A Student Council would give the school a better 
spirit, and give the students a stronger sense of self-
government. It would also give the students a meaning 
of how the United States government works. Most people, 
I feel, do not know much about it until they study it in 
seventh grade history. Does anyone disagree with me? 
Pupil 2: I agree with you, and I believe we need a 
responsible group of people as Student Council for the 
listing of rules and the planning and setting up of school 
activities. 
Pupil 3: How would the members of this Student Council 
be picked? 
Pupil 4: Their classmates would vote for them. 
Pupil 5: How many members from each room? 
Pupil 6: I think we should have two. 
Pupil 7: How would we organize a Student Council? 
Pupil 5: We could have people picking papers up on the 
playground and people in the halls to make sure that they 
use the right stairs and don't run. 
Pupil 8: What are some of the main purposes of a 
Student Council? 
P u p il 3 : T o g i v e t h e _c h il d r e n o r t o s h ow t h e c h il d r e n 
a little bit about how the United States government works. 
Pupil 9: What would the young ones in the Third Grade 
do to help the Student Council? 
Pupil 10: They could help pick up the papers on the 
playground and keep it clean. 
Pupil ll: They could straighten boots and lunch boxes 
in the corridors in the other school. 
Pupil 6: What are some of the things the President of 
the Student Council would have to do? 
Pupil 5: Appoint the people and tell them when they 
were to pick up papers and things like that. 
Pupil 12: One thing that I have noticed that is very 
dangerous is that every day when I come to school, kids 
are riding their bikes on both sides of the street. What 
would the Student Council do about this? 
Pupil 9: I think they should have a rule to remind the 
kids to ride on the right side of the street so that no 
accidents would happen. 
Pupil 13: I think a Student Council should have a member 
in the center of town at all times to watch the children. 
I also think we should have a monitor in the corridors to 
make sure the children are safe. On the playground every 
child should be able to participate in a game if he wants 
to. 
Pupil 1: I believe that the First, Second, and Third 
Graders as well as Fourth through Eighth Graders should 
have representatives in the Student Council. 
Pupil 14: Do you think it would be good to have monitors 
on the buses? 
Pupil 15: Yes. 
Pupil 16: A Student Council would probably help us grow 
up with good manners and good discipline. 
Pupil 17: How would a Student Council help us in growing 
up? 
Pupil 9: We would be reminded to use good manners and 
when we grow up we would have good manners so we could 
act respectfully in public. 
Pupil 2: Why should the Student Council concern First 
and Second Graders? 
Pupil 1: Because they as well as we are members of the 
school. 
Pupil 18: What grades would help on the safety patrol, 
and if we had one how would we enforce the rules? 
Pupil 17: I think the older members of the students in 
the upper grades should be the ones to supervise the 
younger children. 
Pupil 19: I think we should have a manner code, but 
what would we call it? 
Pupil 4: I think "Growing Up With Manners" would be a 
good name for it. 
Pupil 1: There have also been several other names 
suggested. 
Pupil ll: I think that ttGrowing Up With Manners" is the 
best one that we have suggested yet. 
Pupil 20: What would some of the rules be in this good 
manners code? 
Pupil 10: Well, to make the boys and girls ride their 
bikes on the right side of the road, and not to run 
upstairs and not to throw papers in the playground. 
Pupil ll: If we hung up our jackets and kept our desks 
neat we would make a habit of this when we grow up so 
we'd still be doing it. 
Pupil 18: I think we ought to have rules on the buses 
for children not to stick their heads and hands out of the 
windows, and for them not to get out of their seats, nor 
talk loudly. 
Pupil 9: I think that would be a good idea and also to 
have a safety patrol or monitors in the bus. 
Pupil ll: We could make posters and hang them up in the 
bus, and hallways and on the playground to remind the 
students not to fight or to pick up papers and not to throw 
them away. 
Pupil 5: If we had a safety patrol would it be separate 
from the Student Council or would it be the same people? 
Pupil 18: I think it should be different people because 
all the people should have jobs and you should give every-
body a chance to participate in different things. 
Pupil 1: I think the Student Council should choose these 
people from other members of the classes. 
Pupil 2: Would a Student Council concern teachers? 
Pupil 9: Yes, I think that a Student Council should work 
very closely with the teachers. 
Pupil 13: What would be some of the Student Council's 
activities? 
Pupil 18: To organize games on the playground and to 
make sure that the sides are fair. 
Pupil 21: I think there should be someone on the play-
ground to make sure that every child has a chance to 
participate in any active game if they want to. 
Pupil 2: If someone broke the behavior rules, would the 
Student Council have the authority to punish them? 
Pupil 9: No. I think that the Student Council should 
report to the teacher and let the teachers do the punishing. 
Pupil 10: How should we choose representatives for the 
Student Council? 
Pupil 11: The classes would vote on them. 
Pupil 18: I think we should have someone in class so 
when the teacher leaves there will be someone to take 
over. 
Pupil 8: How would a Student Council help us? 
Pupil 13: It would help us to have better manners and 
to have respect for people older than we are, and help us 
to see how we can be helpful to the children in the lower 
grades and teach them how to be respectful. 
Pupil 4: It would also make us feel that we had a part 
in running our school affairs. 
Pupil 5: It will be helpful when we grow up because 
someday somebody will be running for office and it will 
help us learn more about our government and how it works. 
Pupil 2: How would a Student Council help us learn 
something about our government? 
Pupil 4: It would be something like a democracy with 
representatives from each class voting on the different 
matters. 
24. 
Pupil 1: We have discussed what a Student Council is, 
its functions, how it is put together, and how the members 
are voted, and also some of the values of a Student Council 
It has several specific duties which we have discussed 
also. It also has many uses. Does anyone have anything 
to add to that? 
The lower half of Grade Seven made the following tape: 
Pupil 1: I think we should have monitors on the stairs 
so that the children won't run up and down the stairs. 
Pupil 2: About how many monitors should there be at 
each staircase? 
Pupil 3: I think there should be at least two monitors 
at each staircase. 
Pupil 1: I think we should have a representative from 
each class to go out on the playground to see that no one 
throws papers on the ground. 
Pupil 2: I think that would be a good idea too so that 
people who come to visit our school could talk about how 
neat our school was and we would be proud of it. 
Pupil 3: Also people who come to the school to visit the 
children won't think that we have an untidy school. 
Pupil 4: I think that people shouldn't throw rubbish 
around because like the girl's ideas it makes the grounds 
look untidy. People who come to visit won't like it. 
Pupil 5: Where should the Student Council meet? 
Pupil 2· I think the Student Council should meet in some 
little room like the teacher's room. 
Pupil 3: I think that is a good idea. 
Pupil 6: If there were two representatives from each 
class they'd need a fairly large size room. 
Pupil 7: What would we do to have a fairly large size 
room? The only room that is available is the teacher's 
office, and that's not too large. 
Pupil 6: Maybe the Student Council could meet after 
school in one of the classrooms. 
Pupil 3: Maybe they could meet in the brick school. 
Pupil 4: Maybe you could meet in some of the classrooms 
after school but some kids may not be able to make it. 
Pupil 8: I think there should be a meeting every week 
over in the nursets room. 
Pupil 2: I think we should make plans for whole school 
activities. 
Pupil 7: Thatts a good idea, but where would we get the 
supplies for these activities? 
Pupil 6: Well, we could start some campaign to get 
funds and things. 
Pupil 4: We could have a Treasurer to take care of all 
the money. 
Pupil 8: Well in order to get money we could have plays. 
Pupil 2: What are the uses of a Student Council? 
Pupil 4: The uses of a Student Council are to keep the 
school grounds clean, make sure that people dontt run 
on the stairs. 
Pupil 2: It would be a good idea to have a Student 
Council because theytd be able to talk over things that 
people would like to discuss about the school. 
Pupil 7: What could we do to form a Student Council? 
Pupil 8: Well I think we should nominate someone from 
each classroom and they'd pick somebody who would like 
to be in the Student Council for the class. 
Pupil 6: I think there should be two representatives 
from each class, perhaps a girl and a boy, to look at 
the different views of matters, like if there was a girPs 
problem, that would be the girlst part of the Student 
Council to handle, and if it was made up of all boys or 
g i r 1 s it w o u 1 d n r t be as efficient as if there were half 
girls and half boys. 
After all these ideas and more were taped, a committee 
of boys and girls was picked by each homeroom teacher of 
Grades VI, VII, and VIII to listen to all the tapes and take 
back to each class a summary of all the suggestions that had 
been made. This committee was chosen with an eye to which 
child could present a good summary to the class, which 
children had shown a real interest in the homeroom 
discussions, and which children would really settle down to 
the serious business of evaluating the work that had been 
done. Four members were picked from each of Grades VI, 
VII A, and VIII. Three members were chosen from Grade 
VII B which is a small class. This made a total of fifteen 
members. 
This group of boys and girls called themselves nThe 
Listening Committee". They listened to all the tapes. The 
report that Grade VII "Listening Committee" made to their 
room and the resulting discussion was recorded on tape at 
the time of the report. The reports and discussions in 
Grades VII and VIII follow as taken from the tape recording. 
The first one comes from Grade VII. 
Pupil 1: We are 5 members of Grade VII chosen as a 
nListening Committeen to listen to the tapes from Grades 
III, VI, VII M, VII G, and VIII. The following discussion 
is a summary of all four tapes. 
A Student Council is a group of representatives 
from Grades III to VIII. It has been suggested that there 
be two people from each class, one boy and one girl. 
Four people from each class has been suggested also, two 
boys and two girls. Half a class has been suggested also 
but that suggestion was turned down since it was considered 
too large a number from each class. The Student Council 
would be made up of half boys and half girls because there 
are mutual problems. Representatives from each class 
are chosen for popularity and scholastic abilities. They 
are to be impartial and unbiased. It has been suggested 
that they be chosen year by year, week by week and month 
by month. 
Pupil 2: Where the Student Council should meet.: It 
has been suggested that the council meet in the teacher's 
room but this was turned down because it was not big 
enough. It was also suggested that it might meet after 
school in one of the classrooms. The Nurse's room was 
suggested and the Brick School after school. 
Pupil 3: Suggestions were also made about when the 
Student Council should meet. The suggestions were 
meeting after school, during recesses and before school. 
There were also suggestions of names to call this council. 
The suggestions were "The Spalding School Club", "The 
Spalding Highland School Club", ttThe Pick-up Club", and 
also "The Committee Club". After listening to these 
suggestions the committee came up with the name 
"Carlisle School Club". 
Pupil 4: The classes thought of a behavior code run by 
the monitors and marshalls elected by the Student Council 
members. Monitors from the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth 
Grades should be picked to keep order on the stairs, in 
the schools and on the buses - boarding the buses. A 
suggestion of two monitors for each staircase, one at the 
top and one at the bottom. Also I think there should be 
monitors outside to be sure that thechildren do not play 
too rough. 
Pupil 5: A suggestion was made by Grade VIII to have 
m a r s h a ll s in the c en t e r o f t ow n a f t e r s c h o o 1 , a n d t h e y 
should not take advantage of their position. We should 
have trash barrels on the playground, also, so the people 
do not throw their trash on the ground. 
Pupil 4: How many marshalls should be in the center 
of town? 
Pupil 6: Enough to supply the corners, maybe five 
would do it. 
Pupil 7: Should they leave before school class ended? 
Pupil 8: Yes, I think they should, even if they are 
losing valuable school time. 
Pupil 9: I don't think there should be any monitors in 
the center of town. I think the policeman has control 
over the boys coming down the hill. 
Pupil 10: Why should the Student Council meet after 
school? Why would it be best for it to meet at that time? 
Pupil 11: It wouldn't take out of school time. 
Pupil 12: I suggest meeting in the Gym. 
Pupil 1: I think the Gym would be too big, because you 
wouldn't be able to hear very well. 
Pupil 13: I think that maybe the way we could elect the 
representatives for the Student Council would be the way 
we elect the Vice -President or the President. Do you 
think that is a good idea? 
Pupil 14: I think that is a good idea. I think that they 
should be elected every marking period. 
Pupil 3: On one of the tapes it was suggested that the 
representatives be chosen for popularity. I think it 
would be best to choose them for their ability to discuss 
things and not popularity. 
Pupil 1: It was also suggested on one of the tapes that 
they be chosen for scholastic ability. I think this has 
nothing whatsoever to do with it. It should be as Pupil 3 
said, on their debating ability. 
Pupil 15: What are some of the duties of the Student 
Council? 
Pupil 6: Keep the playgrounds neat. They could make 
posters. 
P u pi 1 16 : S u p p 1 y t h e h a 11 s w i t h m a r s h a ls a n d m o n i t o r s • 
Pupil 17: How would the marshals or monitors be 
elected? 
Pupil 3: I think the members of the Student Council 
should elect them. 
Pupil 2: I think we should have monitors in the school 
buses to make the children be orderly. 
Pupil 18: I think that is a good idea, because then the 
bus driver could count on driving. 
Pupil 9: I think the Student Council should let the 
teachers do the punishing and the Student Council do the 
reporting. 
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Pupil 2: I think the Student Council could put on plays 
or food sales or different activities to earn money. 
Pupil 19: What would the money be for? 
Pupil 4: For playground equipment and other things 
the school needs. 
Pupil 19: Would the Student Council have a voice in town 
affairs? 
Pupil 1: No, that is the business of the town fathers. 
Pupil 3: Should the Student Council be concerned with 
different class affairs? 
Pupil 13: I don't think so. It should be only activities 
that include the whole school. 
In this discussion carried on with the class and the 
"Listening Committeen, nineteen out of twenty pupils made 
at least one contribution to the discussion. Of course we 
must take into consideration the fact that this particular 
group of Seventh Graders belong to the upper half of the total 
class while the class discussion in Grade VIII included the 
class as a whole regardless of ability. 
The Grade VIII discussion with the "Listening Committee" 
is as follows~the numbers refer to the same pupils as in the 
first tape. 
Pupil 6: We are a committee of four who have listened 
to the tapes from Grades III, VI, VII, and VIII regarding 
Student Council. The reasons for having a Student 
Council seemed to be: to develop a better understanding 
between adults and students; to learn the values of self 
government; to improve school spirit; to develop a code 
of good manners in school; to set up opportunities for 
free discussion, such as debates, forums, and panel 
discussions; and to organize participation in total school 
activities. 
3 0. 
Pupil ll: From the tapes the committee came up with 
some suggestions on the organization and structure of the 
Student Council. It was suggested that the Student Council 
deal with Grades III through VIII. This would be nine 
individual classes. It has also been suggested that there 
be two members from each class. These members would 
be voted upon by the individual classes. It has also been 
suggested that sometime the Student Council would draw 
up criteria for electing these members. It has been 
suggested that there be a President and a Secretary-
Treasurer. Your nListening Committeett has also come 
up with some of their own ideas as follows: 
1. That the nine individual classes in their elections 
elect one permanent member whose term would last a 
year and one temporary member whose term would last two 
or three months or even longer. 
2. The members of the Student Council would then elect 
the officers from the permanent members. These officers, 
it was suggested, would be from the top two grades. 
3. That there be special representatives from the older 
grades to be sort of a big brother or big sister to the 
lower grades. 
4. That Grades III through V and Grades VI through VIII 
have special sub-committees to deal with their own 
problems. 
The meeting place was also discussed. It was 
suggested that the meetings be scheduled for every two 
weeks with the understanding that the committees could 
ask for other meetings if they felt it was necessary, 
subject to the approval of the President, Vice-President 
and the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Pupil 4: The duties of the Student Council were also 
discussed. It was suggested that a monitor system be 
introduced in the buses, in the halls, and on the play-
grounds. The welcoming of visitors to the school was 
also suggested. It was proposed that a committee to 
determine fair practices in all activities in the school 
be introduced, and clean-up squads mainly for the 
buildings, playgrounds and possibly for the center of 
town was suggested. A safety program was discussed. 
Some things in the program would be reminder signs, 
posters, and bike and bus traffic rules. The care of 
Library materials, instruments, art materials, and 
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school property was brought up and it was suggested that 
a' rack for safer care of instruments be made. 
Pupil 1: It appeared easier for us to suggest areas of 
jurisdiction in a negative manner rather than as positive 
suggestions. Here are some proposed suggestions: 
1. That the Student Council should not be able to pre-
scribe punishment. 
2. That no decisions by the Student Council should be 
made in non-school activities. 
3. That the Student Council should not interfere in any 
area not involving all the school. 
4. That certain Eighth Grade activities under the 
jurisdiction of the Eighth Grade organization should not 
concern the Student Council. 
5. There should be a definite delineation between 
activities that are purely Eighth Grade and those that are 
total school. 
Pupil 3: One other thing I would like to ask is how 
they would elect the representatives from each class. It 
may have been discussed before but I didntt get that. 
Pupil 4: I think that probably class elections such as 
we use in the Eighth Grade elections would be best, with 
supervision from the teachers, of course, and a secret 
ballot should probably be used. 
Pupil 5: I dontt think there should be a permanent 
member in the Student Council. That wouldntt give every-
body a chance to be a member, and I don 1 t think the term 
should last more than two or three weeks. 
Pupil 1: I think it would be necessary to have one 
permanent member as well as the floating or temporary 
member, mainly because if there were some activities 
going on in the Student Council, when there was a switch 
in the temporary members, the permanent member could 
explain their activities to the new member. While if 
there were two new members coming in they wouldntt 
know just what to expect, and they wouldn't be too well 
prepared to take full participation in discussions. 
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Pupil 3: I also think that the students which are not 
doing too well in school work should not have a chance 
to be a representative because it could bring down the 
marks. 
Pupil 17: I would like to ask where they would hold the 
meetings of the Student Council. 
Pupil 7: I should think the most likely place would 
probably be the school auditorium. 
Pupil ll: I should think that each week one teacher 
would give or lend her room after school for the Council 
to meet. 
Pupil 1: The ttListening Committeett discussed the 
meeting place and we thought probably the teacher's room 
in the other building would be best. And also I don't 
think the meetings should be after school because most of 
the children in the school go on the buses and it might be 
a problem for them to stay after school. 
Pupil 11: Well, they could get like a transportation 
committee to take the few kids that would be staying 
home after the meetings. 
Pupil 2: I don't think it would be necessary for them 
to stay after school if they could have it during school. 
Pupil 4: Going back to Pupil 9's idea. He said they 
could probably hold the meeting every week. I don't 
think this would be at all advisable because probably 
we wouldn't have to discuss things every single week and 
it probably would be more sensible to have it two times 
a month, and then if we had to have another meeting, the 
President could call an emergency meeting. 
Pupil 7: Well, Pupil 3 just mentioned about the Presi-
dent and I'd like to know if the representatives would 
have anything to do with the presidency and how they 
would go about electing the officers for the Student 
Council. 
Pupil 1: I think that the committee thought that the 
best idea would be to have the President come from the 
Eighth Grade and he should be the permanent member in 
the Eighth Grade so that he could take part in the meeting 
and not just preside over the meeting. 
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Pupil ll: It has been suggested in various tapes that 
the Secretary-Treasurer also be from the Eighth Grade. 
I think it was also suggested that there be one permanent 
and one moving member from each class. It has been 
questioned whether there would be two permanent members 
fro:r;n the Eighth Grade. I think it would give experience 
to a number of people if you changed your temporary 
members every two or three months or whatever was 
decided upon. 
Pupil 2: I dontt know why they would have a Treasurer 
or what the money would be for, if they had a Student 
Council. 
Pupil 4: Well, he would be actually a Secretary-
Treasurer and he would probably keep notes on the 
meetings, and they could go back if they wanted to find 
out anything that had been said previously. Then if any 
money matters did come up that person could handle it. 
Pupil ll: I think the money could be used for such 
organizations as CARE and UNICEF and places like that. 
Pupil 10: I would like to know where the money would 
come from. Would there be dues or funds or what would 
there be? 
Pupil 6: It was suggested in the tapes that plays and 
things of that sort were to be put on to raise money for 
these organizations. 
Pupil 2: I think the money should just come from a 
donation and not dues. 
Pupil 4: I think we should not depend entirely on 
donations because I don't think we'll get very many. I 
think we should have things like Pupil 1 suggested. 
Pupil 9: About the duties of the Student Council, I 
should think that we could have community projects, such 
as litter-bug posters in our class, committees to clean-
up the center of town and our playground, and raise money 
for funds to make our playground better. 
Pupil 8: I think pretty soon we ought to be able to at 
least start plans for the coming Student Council, start 
to get members, and start planning what fund raising and 
other activities are possible. 
3 4. 
It seemed evident from the discussions that had been 
going on that the idea of a Student Council had very 
definitely become the children's project. There seemed to 
be nothing further to discuss among themselves, so they 
naturally turned to the Principal to find out what would be 
their next step. A meeting time was set up for the "Listening 
Committee" to meet with the Principal for instructions. 
At the meeting which "The Listening Committee" held 
with the Principal the following ideas taken from the tapes 
were discussed. These ideas had been picked by the 
committee and the Principal as they listened to the tapes of 
the "Listening Committeett reports. 
A Student Council would develop better understanding 
between students and adults. 
We could learn the value of self-government. 
It would improve school spirit. 
We could develop a code of good manners at school. 
We could set up opportunities for free discussions such 
as debates, forums, and panel discussions. 
The Student Council could deal with matters pertainj_ng 
to Grades III through VIII with two members from each 
class. 
Each classroom would elect two representatives. One 
would be a permanent member whose term would last 
two or three months. 
A monitor system should be established in the buses, 
in the halls, and on the playgrounds. 
There should be a committee to welcome visitors to the 
school. 
The Student Council should not interfere in non-school 
social activities nor in any area not involving the whole 
school. 
Certain Eighth Grade activities would be under the 
jurisdiction of the Eighth Grade organization. 
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The Student Council should not be able to prescribe 
punishment. 
Terms of office should be short in order to give more 
people a chance to serve. 
Some very healthy discussions resulted from these 
topics. Each group of classroom delegates on the "Listening 
Committee" felt that the homerooms were now ready to be 
given some specific directions relative to the organization 
of a student club. After the group talked over the procedure 
which should be followed, the consensus of opinion seemed to 
indicate that a set of regulations for organizations should be 
set up. It was agreed that a constitution should be drawn up 
by the "Listening Committeen to be submitted to the student 
body for ratification. 
The Principal, at the request of the committee, gave the 
f"', following outline to the committee and requested that they 
meet again at the end of the week with definite ideas on each 
topic. 
1. Name and purpose of organization. 
2. Officers, delegates, and duties of each. 
3. Election of officers anddelegates. 
4. Meetings. 
5. Possible committees to be discussed. 
At the next meeting of the "Listening Committeen, the 
Principal took up each topic of the outline separately, and 
allowed ample time for discussion on each article. 
During each meeting that was held to work on the 
Constitution, the Principal served only as a recorder except 
when he was asked to reword or rephrase a sentence or to 
e x p r e s s h i s o pi n i o n • A s d i s c u s s i o n o n t h e <n o s t d i ff i c u 1 t 
problems progressed, he was often asked to read back to the 
Committee, the notes he had recorded from the discussion. 
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Under Number 1 the following names were suggested for 
the total organization: 
Carlisle Student Assembly 
Carlisle Student Council 
Student Council of Carlisle 
Highland Student Body 
Carlisle School Council 
Carlisle School Assembly 
A vote was taken and the name ttCarlisle School Assembly" 
was chosen as being the most indicative of including everyone. 
It was decided to use the name Student Council to mean the 
small group which would include the officers and the room 
delegates. 
The purpose of the organization offered more of a chal-
lenge to the committee. The most heated argument took 
place at this time. Everyone had some excellent ideas about 
"' what the purposes should include. The difficulty seemed to 
be wording the sentence so it would mean what they wished it 
to mean. Such suggestions as, to get a better understanding 
of our government and how it works; help improve Carlisle 
schools; develop pride in our schools; create a better under-
standing among parents, teachers, and students; create a 
better atmosphere for education; and to learn the value of 
compromise, all had to be incorporated into a definition of 
purpose. This discussion took so long that the meeting had 
to be continued on the next school day which was December 5. 
Another long meeting was inevitable because Topic 2 
contained much to think about. The officers were quickly 
agreed upon. Aside from a definite desire to put into the 
Constitution a phrase which would always allow the President 
the privilege of taking an active part in the meeting in 
addition to presiding every thing moved along at a very rapid 
,. 
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pace until we reached the subject of elections. The whole 
group was in agreement that as many children as possible 
should have an active part in the organization, but they also 
feared that changing too many officers or delegates at one 
time might tend to set the council back. As a result of this 
reasoning a rather involved and somewhat complicated ruling 
for the selection of officers and delegates was arrived at. 
The outline had to be completed at still another meeting 
which, because of unavoidable circumstances, was not held 
until after the Christmas holidays. When we finally were 
able to meet again on January 4th, the remainder of the topics 
were covered. The system for rotating the members of each 
committee in order to give more opportunities to more people 
was based on the method used in towns, such as ours, where 
the Board of Selectmen serve three years each but never more 
than one member changes each year. 
Before the meeting closed four more topics were added 





None of these presented any problems. They were constantly 
striving to keep their organization democratic to the extent 
that they felt that the faculty should elect its own repre-
sentative to be the advisor with the Principal as a sort of 
permanent advisor. 
As the Constitution neared completion the committee 
became more and more interested in getting the organization 
~ s t a r ted • A s s o on a s it w a s fin i s he d , the C on s tit uti on L± 
was typed and mimeographed. Copies were given to each 
homeroom teacher who read it and explained it to the class. 
Ecach class voted unanimously to accept it and organize 
accordingly. It was now January lOth. It was doubtful that 
we would meet our goal and be completely organized by the 
half year. 
Delays are sometimes unavoidable in school situations. 
In organizing a student group of this kind there should be as 
little delay as possible after the Constitution has been set up. 
The interest and enthusiasm which was displayed during the 
time that the tapes were being made and the Constitution was 
being drawn up tended to dwindle when unavoidable events 
forced the organization process to be postponed several 
times, largely because of illness. 
When the time finally arrived to elect officers, the 
Grade VIII homeroom took the initiative since the President 
was to come from that class. The homeroom teacher 
explained carefully to the class, the qualities necessary for 
a good leader. The class discussed the subject before making 
their nominations. As soon as the teacher was convinced 
that everyone understood, five qualified persons were 
nominated. These five names were posted on the bulletin 
boards and announced to the other rooms. A day or two 
later elections were held. Some members of the nListening 
Committeen prepared ballots to be used by the voters. 
±L See Appendix A 
One member of the "Listening Committee" from each room, 
selected by the teacher became a teller to count the votes. 
The results of the election were posted on the bulletin board 
and announced to other classes. After the President was 
elected, Grade VII followed the same procedure to choose 
the candidates for Vice-President. The same type of ballots 
was prepared and the election proceeded in the same fashion. 
The newly elected president took charge of the Grade 
VIII meeting at which five names were nominated for 
Secretary-Treasurer. The reason why the nominations for 
Secretary-Treasurer were not made at the same time as the 
nominations for President was because the boys and girls 
felt that the four candidates who were not elected should 
have a chance to be chosen for the office of Secretary-
Treasurer. 
As soon as these three offices were filled each room 
~ held an election of delegates. This completed the Student 
Council and the organization was ready to begin work. 
Generally speaking, in a situation of this sort; if the 
teacher had been electing the officers, they would have made 
the same decision as the children in some instances, and 
disagreed in others. Teachers would tend to look at the 
candidates in a different way from the children, but the 
children, brought along through the series of events which 
led up to the election, tended to want the leaders of it to be 
well qualified. 
The first meeting of the Student Council was held in 
the Principal 1 s office. It will be recalled that the Student 
Council consists of the three officers and the delegates from 
each room. At that meeting the President took complete 
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charge. The Constitutuion provides for seven committees; 
1. Bulletin Board Committee 
2. Lost and Found Committee 
3. Classroom Clean-up 
4. Poster Committee 
5. Playground Clean-up 
6. Social Committee 
7. Safety Committee 
Each committee had a chairman and two members except the 
Classroom Clean-up which had a chairman and four members, 
and the Safety Committee which had a chairman and four 
members. He announced the chairmen which he had chosen 
to head the various committees. This was followed by a 
discussion about the duties of the various committees. 
The Bulletin Board Committee was set up because the 
bulletin boards were an area where the children could feel 
that they were in complete charge. This is one very 
important point in a successful organization. The committee 
in charge of this was instructed by the council to change the 
displays about every two weeks in any manner that seemed 
timely. 
A Lost and Found Committee would not lack for work. 
The lost and found boxes at school always seemed to be full. 
No one ever took the time to honestly track down the owners 
of the property. This, too, appeared to be an area where a 
committee could go ahead on their own and operate a 
department without depending upon a teacher to supervise 
them. They decided to list the articles in some detail, have 
the list mimeographed, and send one home to each family. 
After a stated period of time any articles still unclaimed 
would be given to some local charity. 
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The Classroom Clean-up Committee consisted of a 
member from each classromm to work with the chairman to 
help the teacher prepare the classroom for the following day. 
They clean boards, erasers, help take down or put up 
pictures, and do any other little chores that the teacher 
might like to have done. 
The Poster Committee makes posters to announce 
coming events, such as Book Week, Parentrs Night, etc. 
They also were asked to make posters for the Safety 
Committee or any other group which might wish to use this 
medium to make their campaign more successful. 
The work of the Playground Clean-up Committee was 
only a continuation of something that the various classes had 
been doing. They were to regularly check the school yard 
for any rubbish and conduct a campaign over all the school 
in an effort to stop children from throwing papers on the 
ground. 
The Socia 1 C om mitt e e was headed by the Vice -President. 
The Council felt that the extra duty would make the position 
more interesting. When visitors come to school they 
appreciate having someone meet them and escort them where 
they may wish to go. This committee also has charge of 
ushering at any public function that the school has. If, in 
the future, the Council decided to put on some money-making 
event, this committee would be expected to take charge of it. 
The Safety Committee was composed of a member from 
each of the four buses, and one of the children who walked 
to and from school. Each bus member watches carefully on 
his own bus for incidents which might jeopardize the safety 
of the passengers. He reports these incidents to the bus 
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driver, the Principal, and then to the Council. The Safety 
Committee will publish a set of bus regulations which will 
be sent to each family. They were also instructed to 
write out regulations governing the safe use of bicycles on 
the school grounds and on the street. Passing to and from 
class will be monitored. Failure to comply with the 
established regulations will be cause to report children to 
the Principal. Rules were set up by this committee regarding 
p a s s i n g f r o m on e c 1 a s s t o an o t h e r • L~ 
After each committee chairman was acquainted with his 
responsibilities, he was asked to choose his own helpers. 
This list of helpers was to be presented at the next meeting 
of the Student Council. The Council decided to go over each 
list in order to make sure that no one was on more than one 
committee. This would give more people a chance to 
participate. When these lists of helpers were reviewed they 
were copied down by the Secretary-Treasurer in the order 
in which the committee chairman happened to read them off. 
The first name on the list was the member who would serve 
only two weeks, the second member would serve four weeks 
and the chairman would serve six weeks. The replacements 
for these members would serve six weeks each. The member 
who had been on the committee the longest would replace the 
chairman for the remainder of his period of service. In 
this way, after the first two short terms everyone would 
serve six weeks and a new member would be appointed every 
two weeks to replace the one whose term had ended. The 
Council hoped this would keep all the children interested in 
the organization. 
See Appendix B 
4 3. 
The first meeting of the whole student body, ttThe 
Carlisle Assembly, 111 was a complete success. The three 
officers and the committee chairmen sat on the platform of 
the auditorium. After the President called the meeting to 
order, and the Secretary had read to the group the minutes 
of all the Council meetings that had been held, the President 
explained to the group that this was their organization and 
that their ideas would be welcome. He suggested that any 
ideas anyone might have could be given to the room delegate 
who would bring it up at a Council meeting for discussion. 
In addition to this he stated that at all the meetings 
there would be a definite time set aside at the end of the 
meeting for questions and answers or general discussion of 
any pertinent topic. This policy seemed to meet with the 
approval of all the assembly. 
Each committee chairman was called upon to state the 
duties of the committee as set up by the Student Council, and 
to name the other members of his committee. One of the 
items on the agenda for each Assembly meeting will be a 
report by the chairman of each committee so that the 
Assembly will constantly be informed of what is going on. 
In this way we hope to keep the interest of the rest of the 
Assembly from waning. 
In discussing future meetings of the ttCarlisle School 
Assembly" the Council suggested that we set up a definite 
topic for discussion. Perhaps this could be handled as a 
panel discussion, or as a debate. The subjects chosen 
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would be concerned with current events at the school, subject 
to the approval of the Principal. The subject for these 
~ discussions could well be suggested by the students 
themselves as well as the faculty, as long as they were, at 
this time, of interest to Grades VI, VII, and VIII. 
0 n M a rc h 3 0 t h , a r e g u 1 a r m e e t in g o f t h e S t u d en t C o u n c il 
was held. At that time two chairmen, who did not seem to be 
putting forth as much effort 2s they could, were spoken to by 
the President. He told them they would be replaced if they 
did not get down to work. The Council also worked with the 
Committee Chairmen to replace the members whose term of 
service had ended. They discussed the second meeting of 
the "Carlisle School Assembly" which was scheduled for the 
f i r s t w e e k i n A p r i 1 . T h e y d e c i d e d t o i n v i t e G r ad e V t o 
attend this meeting. It was suggested that the Student Council 
plant a tree or shrub on Arbor Day to commemorate the 
organization of the Council and that it become a yearly event 
for as long as it seemed wise. 
The meeting of the Carlisle School Assembly was held 
on April 3. All of Grades V, VI, VII A, VII B, ~nd VIII were 
present. The President welcomed Grade V to the meeting and 
explained to them that within the next two weeks with the 
help of their teacher, they would elect two delegates to take 
part in Council meetings in order that they might become 
familiar with the organization before the election of officers 
in May, at which time they would be able to vote. He also 
ann o u n c e d t h at , at t h e end of t h e me e tin g , the r e w o u 1 d be an 
opportunity for questions, answers, and suggestions. 
After the Secretaryts report had been read and approved, 
each committee chairman made a report of progress and 




The idea of planting a tree or shrub on Arbor Day was 
discussed. There were several suggestions from the floor. 
It was decided to go ahead with the project. 
During the question and answer period there were five 
children who spoke. This being only the secon~ total meeting, 
the writer was pleased at the response. The organization of 
this group is aimed toward a democratic way of living. The 
success of the undertaking is based upon student participation. 
It would seem that continuing in our present way might 
provoke more student participation as interests develop. An 
effort will be made to have some item of interest introduced 





The purpose of this study was to gather information 
relating to the organization of an elementary Student Council, 
to organize such a council, and to write a guide which might 
help others who wish to establish such an organization. 
After many sources of information were carefully 
studied it was decided to try the ideas in the school where 
this writer is the Principal, keep a record of the step by 
step procedure, and establish a Student Council. 
The steps followed were as listed below: 
1. Permission was obtained from the Superintendent and 
the School Committee to perform the experiment in the 
school. 
2. A notice was sent to each teacher in the school 
asking cooperation in the endeavor. 
3 • D i s c u s s i o n g r o u p s w e r e s e t u p at v a r i o u s g r a d e 1 e vel s 
to talk about possible improvements that could be made in 
the school by the children. 
4. Tape recordings were made of these discussion groups 
for further reference. 
5. A committee called ttThe Listening Committeett wa_s 
chosen by the classroom teachers to listen to all the 
tapes and bring back pertinent information to the home 
room about how we could improve the school. 
6. "The Listening Committeett met with the Principal to 
discuss the most important ideas taken from the tapes. 
7. The Committee and the Principal agreed to organize. 
8. The Committee and the Principal held several 
meetings at which a Constitution was drawn up. 
9. The new Constitution was presented to the classes by 
the homeroom teacher. 
10. The decision was made to organize on a smaller than 
total scale at first because the school was housed in three 
buildings. 
11. A meeting was held in Grade VIII to nominate five 
candidates for office of President, these names were to be 
posted on the bulletin board. 
12. Ballots were prepared by the nListening Committee" 
w h i c h w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d t o all o f t h e c h i 1 d r e n i n G r ad e s V I , 
VII, and VIII. 
13. Tellers were a.ppointed by the teachers to count the 
ballots in the Principal's office. 
14. The newly elected President held a meeting with Grade 
VIII, at which five candidates were nominated for Secretary 
Treasurer. 
15 • B all o t s w e r e a g a i n p r e p a r e d , an d an e 1 e c t i o n h e 1 d • 
16. The children in Grade Seven nominated five 
candidates for Vice -President. 
17. Ballots were prepared and elections held as before. 
18. Each classroom under the supervision of the teacher, 
elected by ballot, two delegates to serve on the Student 
Council. 
19. The Student Council met and appointed chairmen of 
the several committees which the Constitution suggested. 
20. The Student Council met with the chairmen and 
helped select members to serve on each committee. 
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21. The duties of each committee were outlined at this 
meeting. 
22. A meeting of the total assembly was held. At this 
time each committee chairman named his committee and 
explained the duties of the committee. 
23. Future plans for the ~~"Carlisle School Assembly" will 
include, panel discussions, debates and open discussions 
on current events within the school or plans to make more 
improvements in the operation of the school. 
49. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Allen, Vera L., "School Clubs Teach Fraternal Living", 
~~~~-~~-D-~~~~~~~~£YJ_~l~~~-n~~~~-~~~~~~Y3~E~~E~~~' 
'!:.~~E.!r .:_!_jJ_!~-~~~E.~~~~, Sept e m be r , 19 4 6 , 415 p p • 
C h a s e , W • L i n w o o d , " W a r t i m e S o c i a 1 S t u d i e s in t h e E 1 e m en tary 
s c h 0 01 i' II ~~E~-~~-~~~-N-~~~E~l_Q~~~~!_~_!~E__t_~-~~~~~!_ 
~.!~~.!_~~-~~~~~y_l~_E2__?_e_r_!~~-~~El~~~-~~~~~' S e pte m be r , 
1943, pp. 25-27. 
Davis , C all vi n 0 . , l~12...0_~!f.J._g~-~~~~~!__E__<!~~~~~E , Y on k e r s -on -
Hudson, New York: World Book Company, 1926, pp.353-
366. 
11 E due ating for A me ric an C i tizenshipn, ~~~-~~~E-~~~~~-.!~£~03_ 
f~~-~~~~~~-~<!~_!~.!_~~~~~!~~-!E~E.£~~~~~~~<!_Y_~~~~~~, 
February, 1954, 390 pp. 
Francis, Myron J. and Vito M. Sammarco, "A Study to Gather 
and C o m p i 1 e I d e a s and A c t i vi t i e s R e 1 a t e d t o t h e E 1 e m e ntary 
All-school and Classroom Organizations," Unpublished 
Thesis, Boston University, Boston 1958, 139 pp. 
Hutchinson, Earle, "Suggestions on Teaching Democracy," 
School Life 31: 8-10, May 1949 
L e a v i tt , J e r o m e , " T e a c h e r - Pupil R e 1 a t i on s h i p s , " ~~~_!_~~-~!_ 
~_9~ ~~_!!_~12._~~~~~_!-_r~_!l_L V y_l.~~~_.!_~ I~.!...-~~~-!' A p r i 1 19 59 , 
pp. 209-214. 
McKown, Harry c., Extra-Curricular Activities, New York; 
The Mac m i 11 an C ompany;T937-;-6Tf-p p-:,-----
Miller, Franklin A., James H. Moyer, and Robert B. Patrick, 
Planning Student Activities, Englewood Cliffs, New 
fer_s_e-y:-P"reiltiCe---H-;il-filc:-, 19 s 6, 6 s1 PP. 
50. 
M o o r e , L e s li e W • , " S t u d en t C o u n c i 1 E 1 e c t i o n " , §_~~~~.!:._ 
~~_!!_~~.!.~~.!...-~~.!_~lE~~!~..!.-~ o • _.!_, S e pte m be r , 19 4 7 , p • 18 • 
0 t to , H en r y J • , ~~~~a_!_~~~~~_!!_~~J.E~.!.~~3-~~ r _¥_§.~~~~.!_~, 
New York: Reinhart and Company, Inc., 1956, 493 pp. 
Selee, James W., "Student Councils Make Better Schools", 
~~c:.__!E~.!£ u c !_~~_!:_~~_!, 0 c to be r 19 61 , p • 16 • 
T i p pet t , J am e s S • , _§~~~~_!__!_o__!_~_Q_E~~J.~_Q!:EJ-~~~~~~' B o s to n : 




( as set up by nThe Listening Committeen) 
I. Name: The name of this organization shall be nThe 
Carlisle School Assemblyn. 
II. Purpose: The purpose of this assembly is to create 
a better understanding among parents, teachers, and students; 
to create a better atmosphere for education; to develop pride 
in school, town, and country; and to also develop a sense of 
responsibility. By establishing this organization we can 
obtain a better understanding of our government and how it 
works. 
III. Officers: The Officers shall be President, Vice-
President, and Secretary-Treasurer. 
IV. Duties: The duties of the President are as follows: 
1. To preside at all meetings and take active 
part in the meetings. 
2. To be in charge of all activities and an 
advisor to all committees. 
3. To have the power to appoint committees or 
to appoint committee chairmen. 
The duties of the Vice-President are as 
follows: 
1. To assist the President. 
2. To fulfill the duties of the President in the 
Presidentts absence. 
The duties of the Secretary-Treasurer are as 
follows: 
1. To keep a written record of all meetings, all 
activities, and all committees. 
2. To take charge of all money collected. 
3. In the absence of the Secretary-Treasurer 
the President shall appoint a temporary 
Secretary-Treasurer for the meeting. 
V. Elections: The President shall be elected from 
Grade VIII to serve a period of one-half year. 
The Vice-President shall be elected from Grade VII to 
serve a period of one-half year. 
The Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected from Grade 
VIII to serve a period of one-half year~ 
Elections for the above officers shall be held in 
November during Thanksgiving week and during the third week 
in May to give the new officers an opportunity to observe 
procedure. The new officers shall take office in January and 
September. 
The Grade VIII classroom shall select by nomination and 
elimination five candidates qualified for the office of 
President. These names shall be presented to the student 
body for them to elect their President. 
After the President has been elected the Secretary-
Treasurer shall be chosen in the same fashion. 
Grade VII will follow the same procedure in choosing a 
Vice -President. 
There will be two delegates elected from each classroom 
three times a year, in November, March and May, with the 
following exceptions: Grade VIII will elect only one delegate, 
and Grade VII will elect only one delegate. In the event that 
a grade occupies more than one classroom, the room from 
which the Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer have been 
,..,., chosen may elect one delegate. 
Officers and delegates may serve no more than two 
terms. 
VI • Meetings: Meetings will be held every two weeks on 
Friday in the Teacher's room at Spalding School or in the 
Principal's Office, the time to be designated by the Principal. 
Special meetings may be called by the President at the 
request of groups or committees. There will be one meeting 
per month for the student body at which committee reports 
will be given. 
VII. Quorum: A total of not less than one-half the council 
members including the presiding officer shall constitute a 
quorum. 
VIII. Teacher Advisors: A teacher advisor shall be chosen 
each half year by the faculty to serve as many terms as the 
faculty desires. 
IX. Vacancies: In the event of a permanent vacancy the 
council members shall appoint someone to complete the term 
of office. 
X. Committees: The following committees shall be 
appointed: 
1. Bulletin Boards in Highland School 
2. Lost and Found 
3. Classroom Clean-up 
4. Poster Committee 
5. Playground Clean-up 
6. Social Committee 
7. Safety Committee 
Each committee member shall serve six weeks. In the 
beginning of each year one member shall leave at the end of 
each two week period. 
XI. Amendments: This constitution may be amended at 
any time by a two-thirds vote of the student body. 
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APPENDIX B 
SCHOOL SAFETY RULES 
1. Do not run on the stairs or in the halls. 
2. Talk only in ~~!._~)~-~~~· 
3. Walk in single file on the right side of the stairs. 
4. No horse play on stairs between classes. 
5. No stopping or congregating on landings. 
6. Take only one stair at a time. 
7. No drinks between classes. 
8. No eating on stairs. 
On the first offense you will be given a warning. On 
the second offense you will be reported to the teachers. 
This plan is sponsored by the Student Council Safety 
Committee. These rules will go into effect this afternoon, 
March 19, 1962. 
